Mies van der Rohe once said "God is in the details.” In the case of
illuminating architectural facades, especially those of a historic or

unusual nature, it's been a task more easily said than done. S S I
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BRIDGE TO THE LIGHT

That's the case no longer, as a "devil” that's thwarted
i brilliant nighttime creations has been exorcised with
~F

21st century tools and technology.
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A PAINTERLY

APPROACH GILDS
MANHATTAN DINING
EXPERIENCE

Asset’'s artistic interpretation of architecture
and lighting brings a vintage building to life.

With a checkered history of manufacturing,
entertainment and retail, the location tor Asset,
one of Manhattan's newest restaurants, became
a variation on architectural archeology for

the firm of Bates Masi + Architects. According
to architect Paul Masi, they literally sought to
‘excavate the existing space in search of unigue
textures and hints of the past that would enrich
the guest experience.

The "excavation was joined at its inception by
lighting designer Greg Friedheim, president of
Miami-based Radiance Lighting, who had previ-
ously served as a consultant to the architects,
as well to as the owners, Will Tracy and Larry
Bellone; the latter also operate Tessa, a popular
Mediterranean restaurant nearby. Closely tollow-
ing the progress of the architects 30D scanning
of the existing building, Friedheim planned the
illumination program. Vaults of expanded metal
lath were discovered above the fire-rated ceiling.
They became an exposed element serving mul-
tiple functions. Structurally, they would conceal
steel girders, supporting the hanging elements
ot the sculptural stair, bar shelves—and for Fried-
heim-functional and decorative light fixtures.

Two Dining Levels

Utilizing the exposed ceiling height of 18 {t.

the designers created a bi-level interior with a
palette of wood, metal and stone. The street-level
area is anchored by a sculptural brass bar, while
an upstairs balcony has a smaller bar, and seat-
ing for just over 50.

Architect Masi expressed the original indus-
trial use of the ceiling vaults as a distinctive, but
classic, overhead design element. With concealed
LED linear strip lighting from Lumini, Friedheim
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ABOVE: Oak paneling was revealed through careful removal of layers of wall coverings, and add to the character
and richness of the space. Radiance Lighting established primary visual lighting pattern levels that succeed in
contributing to the unified contemporary expression of the architecture

dramatized the front-to-back rhythm of the dark
painted ceiling with soft. glowing accents. Above
the bar, Friedheim created a mid-level visual pat-
tern of illumination with pendants from Zangra,
suspended with black cords, each containing
3.5W LED lamps. Placement of each fixture was
inteqrated with the curves of each vault to unify
the architecture with the contemporary require-
ments of an elegant urban restaurant

Friedheim and his designers were mindful
of the light level at each table top to allow for
ease of menu perusal by older quests. Above the
free-standing tables and booths are 13W LED re-
cessed downlights from Zaniboni that highlight
table surfaces. Subtle dim spaces between them
give a feeling of individuality within the open
interior vista.

The two levels are joined by a U-shaped
double-steel staircase that echoes the curves of

the ceiling. The mesh guardrail and balustrade
are suspended from horizontally criented steel
wide-flange girders which support the vaulted
metal ceiling. Another luminous pattern stands
out in relief of the dark background with lighting
mounted from beneath the treads; the soft glow
is visihle from the side of the staircase and by
looking up from the main dining level.

To contrast with the vertical and horizontal
geometry of the primary architectural elements
and their complementary lighting patterns,
uninterrupted bands of lighting hxtures were in-
stalled to introduce a floating image to the main
bar area.

Asset's owners evaluated the final product as
“approachable,” certainly meeting their goal to
bring a new level of hospitality design and "vibe”
to the Upper West Side.” =
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